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Thematic Index of Sexual Terminology in the Dialogi, quos Pomiliones vocat  
by Giovanii Battista Folengo, 1533, Ann Mullaney, 2013/ 2024  
 
NOUNS (mostly): 
Penis/ Phallus 

1. aedificium, aedificii, n. (building) 
2. aetas, aetatis, f. (age) 
3. ales, alitis com. (bird)  
4. anima, ae, f. (soul, heart) 
5. animus, i, m.  (mind, soul) 
6. avis, avis f. (bird) 
7. *canon, canonis, m.  (Canon, rule, catalogue; plural: cannons)  
8. calamus, calami, m. (reed pen) 
9. caput, capitis, n. (head) 

10. claudus adj. (lame) and noun (one-legged) 
11. cor, cordis, n. (heart) 
12. corpus, corpi, m. (body); corpusculum (little body) 
13. culmen, culmenis, n. (pinnacle) 
14. cultor, cultoris, m. (planters, worshipper) 
15. cultus, cultus, m. (cult, devotion,worship; used for similarity to culus, culi m. butt) 
16. deus, dei, m. (god) 
17. dux, ducis, m. (leader, duke) 
18. equus, equi, m. (horse, steed) 
19. fides, fidei, f. (faith) 
20. fistula, ae, f. (shepher’s pipe); duplicatae fistulae (double pipes) 
21. hibiscum, i, n. (marsh mallow) stalk 
22. homunculus, i, m. (little man) 
23. ingenium, i, n. (innate nature, talent) 
24. irpex, irpicis, m. (harrow) 
25. iuncus, i m. (rush, reed) 
26. ligo, ligonis, m. (hoe) 
27. lumen, luminis, m. (light) 
28. lux, lucis, f. (light) 
29. machina, ae, f. (machine) 
30. malleus, mallei, m. (hammer) 
31. membrum, membri,  n. (member) 
32. mens, mentis, f. (mind) 
33. mons, montis, m. (mountain) 
34. nervus, nervi, m. (sinew, nerve; penis) 
35. nodus, nodi, m. (knot, node)  
36. olea, ae, f. (olive tree) 
37. os, ossis, n. and ossum, ossi n. (bone) 
38. pene (adverb, paene, almost; DAT/ABL for penis m.;  
39. penus, penus m. (storehouse) 
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40. perdix, perdicis, com. (patridge) 
41. pietas, pietatis, f. (piety, duty) 
42. pilum, pili, n. (javelin) 
43. pullus, i, m., (chick);  pullus implumis (featherless chick) 
44. rastrum, rastri, m. (hoe) 
45. res, rei, f. (thing) 
46. sacra, n pl. adj. sacer, (sacred matters) 
47. sarculum, sarculi, n. (hoe) 
48. sempre, adverb (always) reinforces idea of phallus p. 16, 67, 95 (“Bonos semper 

excipio”) 
49. spiritus, i, m. (spirit) 
50. sudis, sudis, f. (log, stake) 
51. talentum, i, n. (talent), p. 100 
52. terminus, i, m. (terminus, boundary, end) 
53. tibia, ae, f. (reed pipe) 
54. veretrum, veretrii, n. (abdomen, male organ) 
55. vertex, verticis, m., (vortex, summit); vettice Iovis (pinnacle of Jove) 
56. vimen, viminis, n. (switches, twigs) 
57. vinea, vineae, f. (vine, vineyard) 
58. vitis, vitis, f. (vine) 

 
Sperm and related 
59. cera, cerae, f. (wax)  
60. cinis, cineris com. (pl. ashes) see also subcinereus, p. 150) 
61. despuo, despuere (to spit out) 
62. fumus, fumi, m. (smoke, vapor) 
63. induratur (is made hard) 
64. halitus, halitus m. (breath, vapor) 
65. lachryma, ae, f. (pl. tears) 
66. odor, odoris, m. (odor) 
67. pulvis, pulveris, m.; caementitio pulvere (limey debris), p. 8 
68. saliva, ae, f. (spittle, saliva) 
69. vapor, vaporis, m. (vapor) 
70. virus, viri, n. (venom) 

 
perhaps for sperm? 
cibus, cibi, m. (food) 
edulium, eduli, n. (edibles) 
esculentus, a, um adj. used as plural noun (edibles) 
pabulum, pabuli, n (fodder, sustenance, fuel)  
nectar, nectaris, n. (nectar, similar) 
 
Anus, buttocks, orifices and related (nouns and other) 
71. agellus, agelli, m. (little field): p. 55+, 60, 71+, 87 (2x). 
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72. angiportus, us, m. (narrow street): p. 90, 106.FN 
73. anicula, ae, f. (little old lady) used for little anus: p. 32 
74. anus, anus, f. (old woman) anus 
75. ara, arae, f. (altar; vagina, orifice) 
76. auris, auris, f. (ear) 
77. bucca, buccae, f. (mouth, orifice) 
78. canistrum, canistri, n. (basket) 
79. Cryptoporticus, i, m. (hidden grotto) 
80. domus, domi, f.; domus, domus f. (house, building) 
81. fanulum, fanuli, n. (small temple, shrine) 
82. gleba, glebae, f. (clod of earth) 
83. hortus, horti, m. (garden); hortulus, hortuli m. (little garden; anus) 
84. iugum, iugi, n. (yoke; mountain ridge) 
85. Ilium, Ilion, n. Troy; used for ilum, i. n. (groin), p. 7 
86. limen, liminis, n. (threshold) 
87. maceries, maceriei, f. (walls)  
88. mysterium, mysteri, n. (mystery)  
89. murus, muri, m. murorum (walls, ramparts) 
90. panariolum , i, n., diminutive of panarium, (bread basket) 
91. paries, parietis, m., pl. (walls) 
92. penna, pennae, f., pl. (wing; feathers) 
93. porta, portae, f., pl. (gates) 
94. portus, portus, m. (port) 
95. porticus, porticus, com. (portico, covered walkway) anus, buttocks. 
96. pro (preposition: for, on behalf of) 
97. rete, retis n. (net)  
98. rupes, rupis, f. (cliff, rock) male buttocks 
99. sacellum, sacelli, n. (small shrine) 

100. scopulus, scopuli, m. (rock, boulder) male buttocks 
101. sedes, sedis, f. (habitation, seat) 
102. singularis, singulare, adj. (unique) relates to anus 
103. spelunca, ae, f. (cave) 
104. Sphaeristerium, ii, n, (ball-playing area) 
105. sportula, sportulae f. (basket; food or money given by patrons) 
106. stabulum, stabuli, n. (stable) 
107. status, status, m., (rank, position); in statu (in place) 
108. umbra, ae, f. (shade, shadow) and also adjectival forms: umbrosus, umbratilis 
109. unus (one, alone) relates to anus; in uno: equivalent to in ano 
110. unicus adj. (unique) related to anus 
111. vasculum, vasculi n. (small vessel) 
112. via, ae f. (way, path) 
 
FN“Angiportum, Platea, and Vicus” by Philip W. Harsh, Classical Philology Vol. 32, No. 1 (Jan. 
1937), pp. 44‑58.  
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Words containng “cul” (butt), may be cross-listed 
adminiculum, i, n. (prop, stake)  
homunculus, i, m. (little man), phallus 
igniculus, i, m (little fire, spark) 
periculum, i, n. (danger)  
receptaculum, i, n. receptable, shelter) 
spectaculum, i, n. (spectacle, show) 
 
Nouns describing sexual effort and activity 

113. aetas, aetatis f. (age, lifetime) cf. vita 
114. anchorita, ae, m. (Anchorite monk) 
115. astus, astus, m. (cunning) 
116. caetus, caetus, m. (assembly, union, social intercourse) 
117. cibum, cibi m. (food) used for sexual activity; and cibum sumere. 
118. commotio, commotionis, f. (commotions) 
119. constantia, ae, f. (steadfastness, firmness) 
120. decor, decoris n. (embellishment, beauty) 
121. disciplina, ae, f. (discipline; savoir faire) 
122. doctrina, ae, f. (learning, doctrine; savoir faire) 
123. durities, duritiei, f. (hardness) 
124. eruditio, eruditionis, f. (erudition) 
125. exercitium, exercitii, n. (exercise) 
126. experientia, ae, f. (experience)  
127. fasciculus, i, m. (small bundle, pamphlet; + culus) 
128. ferocia, ae, f. (ferocity) 
129. fervor, fervoris, m. (fervor) 
130. firmitas, firmitatis, f. (firmness) 
131. flamma, flammae, f. (flame) 
132. ignis, ignis, m. (fire) 
133. ilicetum, i, n. (holm oak grove) 
134. inconstantia, ae, f. (changeableness; limpness) 
135. ira, irae, f. (wrath; sexual ardor) 
136. labor, laboris, m. (labor) 
137. lucus, luci, m. (grove) 
138. mollities, mollitiei, f. (softness) 
139. natura, ae f. (nature); used to represent vaginal sex; phallus; 
140. negotium, negotii n. (also negocium), (activity; trouble) sexual activity 
141. oratio, orationis, f. (oration) 
142. pax, pacis f. (peace)  
143. periculum, periculi, n. (danger) 
144. perturbantia, ae, f. (disturbance) 
145. prudentia, ae, f. (prudence; carefulness) 
146. quies, quietis f. (quiet) 
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147. robur, roboris, n. (strength) 
148. sanctitas, sanctitatis, f. (sanctity) 
149. solatium, i, n. (comfort) relief 
150. studium, studii, n. (effort, zeal) 
151. turba, ae, f. (turmoil) 
152. virtus, virtutis, f. (virtue) 
153. vis, vis, f. (force, strength) 
 
Bisexual and homosexual males 

154. civitas, civitatis, f.; (civitatum: of citizens) 
155. cultor, cultoris, m. (planters, worshipper) 
156. eremus, eremi, m. (hermit and hermitage) 
157. hospes, hospitis m. (host; guest; stranger) 
158. hostis, hostis, m./ f.. (enemy)  
159. mei colori (of my color) 
160. meorum (of my people), and ex nostris (of our [people]) 
161. monachus, i, m. (monk); legiones, et exercitus monachorum (legions and armies of 

monks) 
162. multitudo innumerabilis cuiuscumque aetatis (the innumerable multitude of whatever 

age) 
163. Mysta, Mystae, m. (initiate); mei ordinis Mystae (Initiates of my order); and simmysitae, 

co-initiates 
164. nauta, ae, m. (sailor) 
165. ordo, ordinis, m (order; nostri ordinis viros, men of our order, of monks) 
166. peritorum, gen. m. pl. from adj. peritus (experts) 
167. pedagogus, pedagogi, m. (slave who accompanied children to school)  
168. philosophus, i, m. (Philosopher); perhaps also Cynics, Platonists, Pythagorans, Stoics 
169. praeceptor, i, m. (teacher) 
170. sacerdos, scardotis, com. (priest, priestess) 
171. solitarius, solitarii, m. (hermit) 
172. sylvicola, ae, m./ f. (forest dweller) 
173. vir, viri m.; quosdam mei nominis viros (some men of my name) 
 
VERBS: 
Verbs describing sexual activity, and nouns related to these verbs  

174. aegresco, aegrescere (to become sick, weak) 
175. ago, agere, (to do, act) 
176. aro, arare (to plow) 
177. coeo, coire (come together; have intercourse) 
178. compesco, compescere (to hold back) 
179. convolo, convolare (to fly, come, rush together)  
180. consolo, consolare; consolor, consolari (to console) 
181. contexo, contexere (to weave) 
182. crucifigo, crucifigere (to crucify) used in passive as ‘to get nailed’, crucifigi, p. 119 
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183. delibo, delibare (to diminish, nibble away at; to go limp) 
184. denascor, denasci (to dwindle) 
185. duro, durare (to be hard) 
186. erro, errare, and pererro (to wander), to practice sodomy; cf. error, erroris, m. 
187. exsuscito, exsuscitare (to rekindle) 
188. figo, figere (to fix, establish) 
189. fleo, flere (to cry) 
190. fraeno, fraenare (to rein in) 
191. incito, incitare (to excite) 
192. imbibo, imbibere (to drink in; suck) 
193. ingemisco, ingemiscere (to groan) 
194. instauro, instaurare (to restore) 
195. intendo, intendere (to strain, stretch)   
196. illachrymo,illachrymare (to cry) 
197. labo, labare (to totter, be ready to fall, hesitate)  
198. labor, labi  (to slip, fall, err) 
199. laboro, laborare (to work, struggle) 
200. languesco, languescere (to grow languid, limp) 
201. levo, levare (to lift, alleviate) to alleviate sexual tension 
202. nodo, nodare (to knot) to make hard 
203. nitor, niti (struggle) 
204. oblanguesco, oblanguescere (grow languid, limp) 
205. occo, occare (to harrow) 
206. percutio, percutere (to strike) 
207. pasco, pascere (to feed on) to have sex  
208. reaccendo, reaccendere) (to rekindle) 
209. resurgo, resurgere (to rise back up) 
210. revivisco, reviviscere (to revive) 
211. sedeo, sedere (to sit, settle) 
212. sequor, secui, secutus; consequor (to follow) 
213. senesco, senescere (to grow old, feeble; limp) 
214. sero, serere (to sew, plant) 
215. solor, solari (to console) 
216. soluo, soluere (to let loose) 
217. stabilio, stabilire (to establish firmly) 
218. sublevo, sublevare (to raise up) 
219. sumo, sumere (to accept, take up) 
220. traho, trahere (to drag, haul, get) 
221. titubo, titubare (to totter, falter)  
222. urgeo, urgere (to press hard on, urge) 
223. utor, uti, usus sum (to use, enjoy) 
224. verso, versare (to turn around; spin, maneuver)  
225. vigilo, vigilare (to be vigilant); also invigilo 
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Group of verbs having to do with turning, deviating, perverting:  
226. averto, avertere (to turn from); also adverto, advertere 
227. converto, convertere (to convert, invert) 
228. declino, declinare (divert, deflect)  
229. detorqueo, detorquere (to twist aside, deviate from, pervert), detorxisse p. 101 
230. diverto, divertere (to divert, turn aside) 
231. interverto, intervertere (to reverse, cheat, overthrow), interversa p. 152 
232. inverto, invertere (invert, pervert) 
233. reverto, reverter and revertor, reverteri, dep. (to revert) 
234. subverto, subvertere (to subvert) 
[as above: verso, versare (to turn around; spin, maneuver)]  
 
NOUNS AND VERBS:  
Ejaculation, orgasm, revival and related 

235. arrideo, arridere (smile upon) 
236. beatitudo, beatitudinis, f. (beatitude, supreme happiness) 
237. clamo, clamare (to cry out) 
238. calx, calcis, com. (chalk goal line, the end of a race; end of life) 
239. cataclysmos, cataclysmi m. (here cathaclismum), delgue, inundation 
240. convulso, from vb. convello, convellere (convulsed) 
241. cruciatus, cruciatus m. (torment) 
242. exultatio, exaltationis, f. (exaltation, elevation) 
243. extinctus (extinct), pp, of extinguo, extinguere 
244. exibilationem*, from ex-sibilo, exsibilare (to hiss out) 
245. finis, finis m./ f. (end, goal); finem optimum ( best outcome) p. 84 
246. fluctus, fluctus, m. (wave, surge); salsos fluctus (salty waves), p. 35 
247. funus, funeris n. (funeral rites) given after ejaculation, which is death  
248. gaudium, gaudii, n. (joy) 
249. instauro, instaurare (to renew), also used as noun: instauratorem, p.  49. 
250. interitus, interitus, m. (extinction, destruction) 
251. irructo, irructare (to belch) 
252. meta, metae f. (goal) turning point); perfectam metam (perfect goal) p. 84 
253. prosilio, prosilire, (leap up, gush forth) 
254. recreo, recreare (to restore) 
255. reparo, reparare (to renew) 
256. restituo, restituere (to restore) 
257. rideo, ridere (to laugh, laugh at) 
258. rugio, rugire (to roar) 
259. saevio, saevire (to be violent) 
260. sibilum, sibili, n. (hissing) 
261. solvo, solvere (to let loose) 
262. sonus, soni, m. (sound) 
263. strido, stridere (to hiss),  
264. stridor, stridoris, m. (hissing) 
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265. sudor, sudoris, m. (sweat) effort 
266. revomo, revomere (to vomit back again), and evomere, devomere (to vomit out) 
267. transactus (finished), pp of transigo, transigere (to pierce; complete; transact) 
 
ADJECTIVES: 
For the phallus, spent penis, sperm: 

268. adamantinus (hard as steel)  
269. aureus (golden) 
270. bonus (good) 
271. caementitio (limey, salty) 
272. constantius (constant, steadfast 
273. crassus (thick, murky) “crassus… fumus” p. 106 
274. deciduus (falling) 
275. foedus (foul, vile) 
276. eversus, vb. everto, evertere (overthrown, spent) 
277. gemebundas (groaning) 
278. imbellus (feeble) 
279. iustus (just) 
280. languidus (languid) 
281. longus (long) 
282. nasutus (nosey) 
283. nitrosus (salty) 
284. sacer, sacra, sacrum (sacred)  
285. sordidus (dirty) 
286. stomachosus (“stomachey”) 
287. suavis (sweet) 
288. vagabundus (wandering), going here and there  
289. vigilans; vigilantius (vigilant; more vigilant) 
 
For the difficulty of sodomy and the quickness of it: 

290. arctus (narrow) 
291. ardens; ardentius (ardent; more ardent) 
292. arduus (arduous) 
293. concitatus (fast; excited) 
294. difficilis (difficult) 
295. gravis (painful, serious)  
296. impenetrabilis (impenetrable) 
297. periculosus (dangerous) 
298. praecipitatus (rushed; precipitous) 
299. saeverus (strict, severe, austere) 
 
For the savoir-faire required of sodomy often in comparative and superlative forms 

300. doctus (learned) 
301. exercitatissimus (very well practiced) 
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302. eruditus (learned) 
303. honestus (decent) 
304. humanus, and humanissimus 
305. maturus; maturius (mature; more mature) 
306. melius (better) 
307. novus (new) 
308. optimus (excellent, superlative of bonus) 
309. perfectus (perfect, finished) 
310. probus (decent) 
311. prudentissimus (prudent, careful) 
312. securus; securius (sure; more sure) 
313. sanctissimus (most holy) 
314. sapiens (wise) 
315. studiosus (studious, eager) 
316. tutus and tutius (safe and safer) 
317. utilis (useful), and noun: utilitas, utilitatis (usefulness) 
318. vigilantius (more vigilant) 
319. vilis (cheap, vile) 
 
Related to size (of phallus):  

320. amplus (large, ample, great) 
321. auctus (large, enlarged, ample) 
322. capax (large, capable) 
323. grandis (large, grand) 
324. gravis (heavy) 
325. largus (large, bountiful) 
326. multus (large, great, intense) 
327. plenus (full, plump, satisfied) 
328. plus (more than enough) 
329. tantus (so great, so __)  
 
 
 
 


